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Haines Borough 

Planning Commission Meeting 
May 13, 2021 

MINUTES 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: - LAPHAM called the meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m.  and led the pledge to the American flag. 

2. ROLL CALL: - Present:  Chair Diana LAPHAM, Don TURNER Jr., Rob GOLDBERG, and 
Zach FERRIN Lee HEINMILLER, Sarah ROARK 

Absent:  Jessica KAYSER-FORSTER 

STAFF PRESENT: Alekka FULLERTON (Interim Borough Manager), Donna LAMBERT 
(Lands Department), Shawn BELL (Harbormaster) 

OTHERS PRESENT: Douglas OLERUD (Mayor), Jerry LAPP (Planning Commission liaison 
from the Borough Assembly), Carol Tuynman, Steve Auch, Scott and Valina Hansen, Mark 
Wipfli, Lori Smith, Carlos Jimenez, Pat Evans and others. 

     3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

M/S FERRIN / TURNER to approve the agenda as submitted, including consent items. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  4-8-21 minutes approved with approval of the consent agenda. 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
6. CHAIR REPORT: None 

7. ASSEMBLY LIAISON REPORT:  

Assembly member LAPP updated the Commission on a number of recent and ongoing issues 
at the Assembly level, such as Dalton Trail RSMA, Resolution for a Contract with ProHNS for 
December weather event road repair, resolution for upgrades water treatment plant, temporary 
Beach Road upgrades, and Lutak Dock Repair phases. 

8. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:  None 
     9. COMMISSION COMMENTS: None 

10. STAFF REPORT: Submitted. 
11. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

A: Sunnyside Farms Conditional Use Permit-Commercial Agriculture-Chilkat River Flats. 
Hansen explained the proposed development. There was no public comments. 
M/S Goldberg/Ferrin. To approve Conditional use permit 21-01 
Lapham noted that good fresh produce is a bonus for Haines. 
Turner stated he found no adverse conditions. 
Goldberg noted that food security is a big issue in Haines especially if barge does not 
come. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
B: Mark Wipfli Conditional Use Permit 21-8- Guest house in a Single Residential Zone. 

Draft 
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Wipfli explained the proposed development.  
M/S Goldberg/Turner. To refund CUP application Fee. Does not need a permit. 
Goldberg noted that a CUP was not needed at this time. He discussed the fact that 
Borough code has no definition for buildings materials and that Yurts are not hard- sided 
buildings. He suggested a look back at a 2013 code change that was proposed but not 
followed through on.  
Lapham brought up concerns that the yurt is in the original “slump” area & could have 
safety issues in any future weather event. 
Turner asked that the planning commission revisit the question of yurts in the townsite at 
their next meeting. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
C: William Joiner & Linda Van Houten-Variance Permit 21-13-Height Restriction- 
Waterfront Zone. 

Goldberg stated that there is no variance on height and made an immediate motion that 
application fee be refunded. He stated that height is measured from grade and that fill can 
be added to raise the grade. 
Jimenez ok’d the change to grade. 
M/S Goldberg/Turner. To Refund application fee. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
13. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Zoning Review: None 
B. Haines Borough Code Amendments: None 
C. Project Updates: None 
D. Other New Business: 

i. Lynx Vertical Bridge Lease 
Evans explained the proposed development. 
Bell talked about alternate site on parcel C-LTR-04-2920 
Public Comment: Smith asked about Health Issue/studies for cell towers 
                                Evans explained that electromagnetic falls to standard level. 
M/S Goldberg/Ferrin. To approve parcel C-LTR-04-2920 for lease. 
Turner noted that parcel 2920 is a good site and would not interfere with the 
removal of material for Lutak Dock.  

              Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ii. Discussion of Mathias Road 
Lapham said that Mathias is the “worse of the worse”. Talked about Dohrn 
landscaping his property, Baykov “triangle” property and area needed to bring 
road up to borough standard. 
Turner noted that past the 4-plex is an alley and not a road. Said that borough 
should put road back in ROW, take money from non-profits to fix road. He said 
past 4-plex is not a road. 
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Goldberg mentioned that it is known that current road standard could not be 
applied to “old roads’. He added that fill could be added on the downside and 
maybe a retaining wall could be put in. He inquired about “road” past the 4-plex 
being plowed because borough never accepted ‘road’ past 4-plex. He 
commented that past the 4-plex is a driveway and not a “road”. 
Ferrin commented that the borough started plowing past the 4-plex because 
police officer lived there needed “road” plowed for emergency call outs. 
 
M/S Turner/Ferrin. To recommend to assembly that road be placed back in 
the ROW, put in Cul -de -Sac, and not accept “road” past Dohrn 4-plex 
property. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

14. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
15. COMMISSION COMMENTS:  

TURNER ask that the planning commission revisit the issue of yurts in the townside at their 
next meeting. Goldberg stated that the 2013 discussion of yurts should looked at. 
Roark asked when the new comprehensive plan will be worked on. Lapham commented that 
a planner was needed to tackle comp plan. Goldberg noted an outside agency was used in 
the past. 

16. CORRESPONDENCE:  
17. SET MEETING DATES: 

A. Regular Meeting: – Thursday, June 10 at 6:30pm in the Assembly chambers and via 
Zoom. 

B. Workshops None 
18. ADJOURNMENT:    

M/S TURNER /  to adjourn.   
Motion carried unanimously at 7:53pm. 


